
adventures in modern music 
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your monthly exploration of new music 


9 Global Ear: New York 

Skylab, DJ Krush, DJ Spooky and Amiri Baraka get offbeat in Gotham 


18 Yoko Ono 

met John Lennon and changed the face of rock forever. By Joy Press 


26 Low end theories 

In Frankfurt, the Mille Plateaux label has become a nexus for both the complex Electror ca of 
Oval and the digital Hardcore of Alec Empire. By Simon Reynolds 


32 Mark Stewart 

From The Pop Group to On-U Sound and The Maffia, Mark Stewart is still mixing agit-prop 
lyrics with dubbed-out P-funk. By Biba Kopf 


34 Who needs record companies? 

Triple Earth's lain Scott provides an anarchists DIY guide on how to subvert the corporate 
bustlings of the music industry by going out and starting your own record label 


38 Invisible Jukebox: Courtney Pine 

Mike Barnes plays Alice Coltrane. Jacob’s Optical Stairway, Gang Starr, Tricky, Bootsy Collins 


reviews 
























































































































FORMATS: CD-DLP 


ACCESS: 1*04*96 
















soundings 


Selected highlights of the month’s live events, 
happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 







soundings 



BRUCE GILBERT • AB OVO 
























Ni(^Cave 

biography, discography, 
photos from Cave private 
collection |b/w&colour| 
interviews+CD featuring 
4 unreleased tracks: 
-MahSanctunfJ.Sff 

- Lamentation 

- One Autumn (2.27) 
-Animal Static fAffff 

EINSTURZENDE NEUBAUTEN A book made working directly with the 
band t CD single (Nag nag nag, Wiiste/63//etversionLTHES0UND OF 
SEATTLE Lyrics & interviews from the Grunge & Sub Pop area (Nirva¬ 
na, Pearl Jam, Soundgarden...| t CD single featuring Supersuckers (4 

graphy, lyrics and discography + live CD with 4tracks recorded live in 
May 1990 (Sixth. What, IZDhtiU, Dnderwater/SONICYOUTH/Sonic 
life Biography, interviews, lyrics and discography + CD single (Su Nioj, 
Shaking Hell, Little Jammy Thing) PSYCHIC TV GENESIS P ORRIDGE 
A Coumprehensive Collection Ov Lyrics 1981-90, T.O.P.Y. artwork & in- 


SCONCERTO SERIES - P.O. Box 97 - 01100 VITERBO ■ ITALY 

Official Worldwide Distributor: MATERIALISONORI 
Via3Novembre,2-52027SANGI0VANNIVALDARNO(Ar|-ITALY 
Ph. (0)55/94.38.88 - Fax (0)55/91.20.370 



LEEDS INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
3-12 MAY 1996 

JAZZ EDUCATORS' CONFERENCE 



























A survey of sounds from 
around the planet. 

This month . . . 

New York 
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TransAm 

M 

10" and CD released April 9th 


TORTOISE 



mDUDD 

REMIXES BY U.N.K.I_E. 


TORTOISE, THE SEA AND CAKE, TRANS AM 
live at LA2 London 17th April 1996 











Is Harrison Birtwistle, temripaaer Mio caused panic at the Proms, really the bad boy of 
modern classical aMflfeSffilust sc^eone who refuses to bow down before the UK's crumbling 
musical establishment? MCR KisSberley finds out 



I ask Birtwistle how he knows when a piece he is 
writing has, in faa reached an end. As so often, his 
reply doesn't provide an exact answer, but it gives an 
insight into his im^inative processes:" Its to do with 
Thatswhy its hard 



audiences can get a sense of that coherence during the 
South Bank Centre’s Biitwistie retrospective, eight 



The AlOsk or Orpheus, not 
seen in the UK since its first performances by Engti^ 

a half hours long, and its composition occi 
. The choc Wilfrid I 

'opera, after The Atek Of Orpheus, will 




mfiiute sm. 












13EDITION 


fESTIVAL llllTnl 
MUSIQUEKKr^ 
actuelleP'J 


■EVAN PARKER ‘tonicProject"(Engtadjuva) 

LEE PUI MING ENSEMBLE (Ce^da) 

TIM BRADY “TheTime Of Drumming” (Quebec) 

THURSTON MOORE “lmprovPto|ea"(USA) 

MARIO SCHIANO QUINTET (tah,EnMGe™ny) 
EUGENE CHADBOURNE I PAUL LOVENS (US^G™any) 
LOUIS SCLAVIS/ERNST REYSEGER (France, Holland) 

THE FAR EAST SIDE BAND (USA) 

NEZDHALI (Estonia, Russia, Israel) 

AGON ORCHESTRA (WRepuWic) 
FRANCES.MARIEUini(Hohd) 

CHRIS BURN (EnM 
FLEABOTICS (Quebec, Canada, England,Tuva) 

ELLIOTT SHARP/ZEENA PARKINS (USA) 

DAVID SHEA “Tower of Myriad Mirrors" (USA) 

STEVE COLEMAN AND METRICS (USA) 

+ 8 other concerts 


ttS DIS QUES* 

victo 






U.K. DISTRIBUTION ; THESE. RER MECACORP 





















an^jelique kidjo ® fi|a 





Available on CD, MC & Limited Edition LP 

See Ang«ique live in May 9th Cambridge Com Exchange,tel: 01223 357851.10th Edinburgh Queens Hall, tel: 0131 668; 

11th Liverpool Philharmonic Hall, tel: 0161 709 3789.12th London Royal Festival Hall, tel: 0171 960 4242. 


# 


http://www.imaginet.fr/-kidlo/ 








There are no two ways about it: Yoko Ono has led an extraordinary life. Descended from 
where she become both patron to md collaborator with some of the most influential figures 
met John Lennon, and was traa^'imed in the public imagination from radical art-feminis^^ 
Sean Lennon, and p i m - li i i - j u r f some of her most galvanising music for years. 

e 




Japanese emperois and samurai, 

. in 20th century music, including LaM^^g' 
intoihe cpeen bitch responsible fo r br e aS t 
New York M^wiew by Joy Press 


the bombing of Hiroshima to move to New York, 
mg, John Cage and Ornette Coleman. Then she 
up The Beatles. Now she is working with her son 







each performance. "My wardrobe went down very rapidly, until there v 



















Yoko Ono/Plastic Ono Band, \n 
return to uncompromising an 



CC Rising was a reininder of when John and I did Yoko 
Ono/Plastic Ono Band. I felt that Sean was very- 
supportive of me, just like John. There were no siUy 
questions like, why are you screaming Yoko? JJ 





Ice maiden cometh 

Our April offer: bag a choice Yoko Ono compilation plus a 
year’s supply of The Wire for just £30 







































one. But by 6am and 
j by Farris's tnppy set 















































From The Pop Group to The Maffia and his association with On-U Sound, Mark Stewart has 
carved a niche as the gang leader of agit-prop and dubbed-out P-funk. Interview by Biba Kopf 
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Every month we play a musician a series of records 
which they’re asked to identity and comment on — 
with no prior knowledge of what they're about to 
hear. This month it’s the turn of. . , 


Courtney Pine 

Tested by Mike Barnes 
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m Under 

sound, 
cneck 


Under the hammer: April's selected CDs and albums 


In this month’s 
review section; 

Aksak Maboul • Artcore 2 
Bandulu • Franco Battiato 
Blue Cheer • Glenn Branca 
Cocteau Twins • Coil 
Ornette Coleman 
Descension • DJ Spooky 
Dub Syndicate • Alec Empire 
EAR • Everything Is Slow! 
Fukkeduk ■ Giles/Muir/ 

Gismonti • Jimmy Giuffl'e 
GouberWander • Keiji 
Haino • Bernard Herrmann 
HIM • History Of Space Age 
Pop • Dave Holland • Anna 
Homier • Paul Jorgensen 
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan & 
Michael Brook • King Sunny 
Ade-LA1919-JoeManeri 
Colin Matthews • Meridian 
Crossings • Money Mark 
Michael Morley • Katherine 
Norman • Nu SkooIFIava 
Offbeat • p53 ■ Harry Partch 
The Pop Group • Martin Rev 
Rumpus Room • Yande 
Codou Sene & Youssou 
N’Dour • Spacer- Jamaladeen 
Tacuma • Masahiko Togashi 
Erkki-Sven Tiitir • David S 
Ware • Randy Weston 
Cassandra Wilson • Neil 
Young • John Zorn plus 
critical beats, out rock 
and new classical 













soundcheck 



























soundcheck 










soundcheck 












soundcheck 
















soundcheck 










soundcheck 












soundcheck 




























soundcheck 

































soundcheck 
























soundcheck 















































soundcheck 











soundcheck 









soundcheck 















soundcheck 






soundcheck 











soundcheck 



















riiirfri 


new notes at a glance 


information from SPNM 


a.....™. Wha 


What is SPNM? 




29 

Birtwistle, Milstein, Keeley- *2^ Birtwistle Secret 
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notes 
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independent records 

I iv5e7iEv5svT pExop5cr | 



INTERNATIONAL MAIL ORDER CD’s S VIDEOS i 
~ 5 PROSPECT RD.CHESHUNT, HERTS EN8 9QX | 

I JANGARBAREK"VisableWorld"| 

NEWECM CD £13.50 (DUE 2Z APRIL) 

PAUL MOTIAN/JOE LOVANO/BILL FRISELL 
Live At The Village Vanguard 
"You Took The Words Out Of My Heart" 
New VERVE CD £13.50 

PHONE 01992 625 436 FOR DETAILS 





























































• A New music books — read, raved about, ravaged 

P™W 






























